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Negotiating and Maintaining Peace in Aceh: Lessons for the Conflict in

the Three Most Southern Provinces of Thailand
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Abstract

Peace negotiations between the Indonesian government and the Free Aceh
Movement (GAM) have succeeded in the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) in 2005 which leads to the ending of a three-decade long struggle for
independence. Though peace has been successfully negotiated, it does not necessarily
mean that peace can be maintained. By examining at various attempts to negotiate
peace Aceh from former governments until the success under Susilo Bambang
Yudhoyono and Jusuf Kalla’ government, this paper aims to explore the successes and
failures by tracing the challenges and obstacles in negotiating peace in the case of
Aceh. It will also analyze the various factors crucial to maintaining peace in the case of

Aceh. The aim of this paper to explore the peace process and factors in maintaining
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peace which will hopefully have some useful implications for the conflict in the three
most southern provinces of Thailand.
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