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A Study of National, Sufficiency-economic and Islamic Community-based

Economic Plans in the Three Southernmost Provinces of Thailand
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Abstract

A comparative study of national, sufficiency-economic, and Islamic community-
based economic development plans in the three southernmost provinces of Thailand.
Both qualitative and quantitative research methodologies were employed. They consisted
of: 1) a document review of impact of the three different economic approaches; 2) a
community survey of 1,442 people in the three provinces; and 3) result verification
workshops attended by civil servants, community and religious leaders.

The results indicate that 1) Thailand’s national economy and social development
plan to promote economic growth in the southern border provinces has not been
successful. Government assistance has benefited private individuals and groups more
than the local Muslim community. In addition 2) a sufficiency-economic model,
introduced in the hope of developing a self-reliant community-based economy, has not
been widely implemented in the southern border provinces. The most successful model
has been the 3) Islamic cooperation model initiated by the local Muslim community.
With government assistance this model provides financial resources at the grass root
level including an Islamic banking system.

Based on our findings we recommend an economic model combining parts of
the three different economic plans. It would consist of the following: fair distribution of
income, preservation of natural resources, development of a self-reliant community-

based economy utilizing modern management concepts and technology, research



focusing on value added products and an effort to improve cooperation between the
various government agencies which provide economic development services.
Keywords: Development, Capitalism, Market Economy, Globalization, Philosophy of

Sufficient Economy, Islamic Economy
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