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Voices from Pattani: Social Space Formation and Identity Negotiation of
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Abstract

The objective of this research was to study the social space formation and
identity negotiation of the ethnic Malays in the multi-cultural setting through the voices of
the Muslim-Malays in Pattani. Data were collected from key Muslim-Malay informants to
elicit personal space through narrations in terms of their history and economic and
educational positions based on diversity of people and culture. This qualitative
research utilized the phenomenological approach in interpretation and analysis of
people’s phenomena and adaptation through discussions and interviews about their
daily life.

The findings of the study reveal that the social space formed by the Muslim-
Malays is reflected in social expression of their personal space, public space, and
ideological space. Of paramount importance is religious identity, which plays a vital part
in their livelihood within their social space, which they interact and harmonize with other
people, thus leading to negotiation for self being in various forms in the multi-cultural
context.

Keywords: Social space, Negotiation, Pluralism, Identity
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