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Abstract

Since the May uprising in 1992, there has been a radical change in the extent
that people’s movements and the monarchy become determining and influential actors
in Thai politics. There has been a historic bloc, in Gramscian term, called “the
Monarchy-led Nationalist-Communitarian Historic Bloc” determining changes and
dynamics such as the political reform and the 1997 constitution, the rise of self-sufficient
economy after 1997 economic crisis, the rise of TRT government in 2001 and the military
coup in 2006. In this paper, | would like to propose that the historic bloc comprises of

three discursive elements; Nationalism, Communitarianism and Moral politics. As we
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shall see, in Thaksin era, these elements have been used as tools, on the one hand to
delegitimize the government and on the other hand to legitimize and justify the military
coup and the extra-parliamentary intervention of Thai conservatism in 2006 and after.

Keywords: Intellectuals, Thai Rak Thai government, Historic Bloc
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