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Democr atization and the Mindanao Muslims
ABSTRACT

This paper is about the ethnic movements in the détection-vote system countries. Itis
aimed to examine “why the ethnic strategies séithained their activities in radicalism within
the free election-vote system countries. It hasrimewed totaling 30 local leaders from Basilan
province, Mindanao. The secondary data were obtafrom documents and the primary from
interviews during the field work in May 2007.he paper is processed in a form of qualitativte. |
provided 7 independent factors: “discriminationrhilitary operation,” “ethnic nationalism,”
“foreign support,” “believe in religion,” “attituel change,” and “globalization” and the
dependent factor is “remained in radicalism.” Thaceptual frame work used in this paper was
following the ethnic movement strategies as puivéod by Peter Gowing (1975:190). It has
found the radicalization in ethnic minority groupsoncerned with discrimination of government
policies, military operation, ethnic nationalisnthmic attitude change, and globalization of
communications. It is clearly seen that one of the choices to @inthe Muslims, the
government should respect ethnic lands, ethnigicgls, ethnic cultures, and ethnic histories.
The government should also develop an atmosphegoad relations among the groups and
improve the economy, separate the religious cdalitsving shariah laws, build autonomism in
the ethnic areas, perform justice, and improve ghecesses of economy, socialization and
education continually. Furthermore, the governnsiatuld also recruit Muslim leaders iraay
of the government cooperation process and open sdehtie¢ channels of communications
between the ethnic Muslims and the government eathighest levelRegarding the other two
factors used in this paper, they were not concewittdthe radicalization.

Key words: election, democracy, Muslim communityyrgc minority, Moro
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