
Dynamics, trends and direction of violent conflict in 
the Deep South of Thailand in the context of 

International Terrorism 
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ÅViolent  conflict of Thailand’s Deep South has 
special charismatics relevant to the insurgency 
war, not the terrorism. 

ÅThe root cause of conflict is the identity politics.  

ÅMalay-Muslims in the Deep South of Thailand are 
very proud of an identity, the distinctive nature of 
the communities, as Malays (Melayu), as Muslims 
and as people of Patani, an ancient kingdom and 
center of Islamic learning and culture  



ÅObjective, target, time and space, and 
tools of violence define the nature of 
southern insurgency. 

ÅHowever, the conflict dynamics on the 
ground embody the contesting forces 
from the society and the polity that 
gradually contain the escalation, ups and 
downs to a certain level.   



ÅFor years, Thai state had drastically 
rearranged and transformed Pattani’s 
elite and political structures, 
particularly concerning the 
governance, Islamic education and 
legal systems, into more secularized, 
Thai-oriented system.  



ÅEthnicity, consciousness of local 

history, and religious faith        

 Identity Politics/ÂóäÿâøîÈîòÖæòÂêÔ° 

 

Malay + Patani + Islam 

âæóãú/ÜóÖóÚö/îõëæóâ  

 



ÅMajor characteristics of the Deep 
South conflict are pertinent to 
the defined subnational conflict, 
armed conflict over control of a 
subnational territory. 



ÅIn this violent conflict situation, one 
or many armed resistant movements 
had turned to apply violence in the 
attempt to win the contesting 
political authority and replace the 
lack of state legitimacy with self-rule 
governance 



 
Åit is impossible to get people to accept 

legitimacy of state through violence or 
military force.  
ÅThe only way Thailand can address these 

complex political problems is to win 
people over, making them feel that they 
are participating effectively in what is 
going on through building the political 
space  





ÅThe local conflict and violence have 
long been constituted the 
perpetuation of conflict.  



Characteristics of the violent conflict 

ÅThe major conflict concentrated on  

Issue about ethno-nationalism 

ÅAreas and location of violence specific to 
southern border provinces 

ÅMethods and tools of violent conflict 

Nature of Insurgency 
 



The Small-war 

Å Daily operations 

Å Combination of different tools— 

ÅPhysical tools of violence— 

ïbomb attack 

ïShooting 

ï arsons 

ïDisturbances--leaflets and graffiti  

ïSabotages—demaging electricity poles and 
lines, railways 

 

 

 



Village Intensity of Violence 

Deep South Incident Detabase (DSID), 2016 



Identifying Conflict Hotspots  

Deep South Incident Detabase (DSID), 2016 



Shootings 

Deep South Incident Detabase (DSID), 2016 



Explosions 



Arsons 



Destruction of property 



ÅFrom comparative experiences, 
many conflicts become less a 
matter of the original and 
underlying troubles, but more a 
matter of becoming trapped in an 
extended action-reaction 
sequence. 



ÅToday’s conflict behavior by one side 
is a response to yesterday’s by the 
adversary 



ÅThe conflict dynamics on the 
ground embody the contesting 
forces from society and the polity 
that gradually contain the 
escalation, ups and downs to a 
certain level.  

ÅâöÂóä×¬èÈÕùæÉóÂáóÅÜäñËóëòÈÅâ 

Civil Society Movements 



ÅEndogenous mechanisms, thus, emerged 
in different formations including the 
peace process, the changes of 
government policy, and the evolving 
movements of civil society  
ÅâöÂæăÂáóãĂÚÿÂõÕÃ÷ĈÚĂÚÂäñÛèÚÂóäëòÚÖõáóß ĀæñÚāãÛóãÃîÈ
äòÑ 



ÅThere is “inertia” or "innate 
forces" inherent in conflict 
processes, which resisted any 
acceleration.  
ÅĀÖ¬âöĀäÈÿÊøćîãáóãĂÚØöćÕ÷Èăâ¬Ăì­ÅèóâäùÚĀäÈÃãóãÖòè
æùÂæóâ 





 

 

ÅLatest statistics of the Deep South 

unrest during 12 years from January 

2004 to October 2016 showed that the 

total incidents of violence were 15,938 

cases with about 19,182 deaths and 

injuries altogether. 

 



101 
115 

223 

272 

97 

131 

115 

140 

86 

169 

200 

183 

114 

188 

180 

197 

344 

313 

193 

187 

120 

119 

173 

46 

171 

124 

203 

132 

119 

180 

63 

236 

115 

101 

210 

193 

164 

213 

171 

210 

165 

247 

134 

171 

112 

127 

94 

42 

101 

71 

54 
67 

72 85 
74 69 

81 

48 

43 
56 

86 80 

103 
98 

65 

92 

71 

95 
102 

81 

68 

90 

64 67 

73 73 
73 

117 

75 
64 

123 

102 

51 

70 
78 

75 

71 

59 
69 
56 
69 

91 

69 

121 

67 
81 

55 

74 73 
83 

56 

80 85 

380 

78 

111 

61 
48 

117 

101 

131 

298 

95 95 

42 

113 

47 

118 

65 
76 
68 74 

60 

31 

128 

74 
61 66 

58 
67 61 58 

40 
49 
38 42 

119 

30 

73 

32 
46 

114 

42 48 

32 

50 

74 
81 

31 

53 
43 

108 

50 

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

400

ŐįĬĳŌĴŇŏĮĶňĵĭŏĪňĵĭěŜŅĬĺĬŏľĨŋĔŅĶĦƢėĺŅĴœĴƞĽĚĭŒĬıŊŘĬĪňŗěńĚľĺńħĮƤĨĨŅĬňȮĵŃĸŅȮĬĶŅīŇĺŅĽŐĸŃĽĚĕĸŅȮȮȮȮȮȮȮȮȮ 
ŒĬĶŀĭȮȮ154 ŏħŊŀĬȮĶĺĴȮ/3*938ȮŏľĨŋĔŅĶĦƢȮ&ĴĔĶŅėĴȮ0325Ȯ-Ȯ11 ĨŋĸŅėĴȮ0337' Monthly incidents of violence January 2004 to October 2016 



ıŋĪī 
0*364 

ıŋĪī 
5*160 

ĴŋĽĸŇĴ 
1*773 

ĴŋĽĸŇĴ 
2*.27 

œĴƞĶŃĭŋ*Ȯ/67 

œĴƞĶŃĭŋ*Ȯ76/ 

0

1,000

2,000

3,000

4,000

5,000

6,000

7,000

8,000

ŏĽňĵĝňĺŇĨ ĭŅħŏěŖĭ 

ĽĩŇĨŇěŜŅĬĺĬįŌƟŏĽňĵĝňĺŇĨŐĸŃĭŅħŏěŖĭěŜŅŐĬĔĨŅĴĻŅĽĬŅȮ 
ĴĔĶŅėĴȮ0325Ȯ-ȮȮĨŋĸŅėĴȮ0337Ȯ&/32ȮŏħŊŀĬ'ȮĴňŏľĨŋĔŅĶĦƢĪńŘĚĽŇŘĬȮ/3*716ŏľĨŋĔŅĶĦƢ 

ĴňįŌƟŏĽňĵĝňĺŇĨŐĸŃœħƟĶńĭĭŅħŏěŖĭȮěŜŅĬĺĬȮ/7*/60ȮĶŅĵ 

ıŋĪī ĴŋĽĸŇĴ œĴƞĶŃĭŋ 

Ȯ4*55. DeathsȮ /0*2/0 InjuriesȮ

Muslims Muslims 

Buddhists 

Buddhists 



Monthly incidents of violence January 2013 to October 2016 

Data: Deep South Watch 2016 
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ÅÅèóâĀÜäÜäèÚÃîÈë×óÚÂóäÔ°Åèóâăâ¬ëÈÛ 

ÅThe trend-line of the Deep South 
violence seems to vary and fluctuate 
in a certain way formulating distinct 
characteristics.   

ÅThe situation was “volatile, confusing 
and complex, and thus there was a 
high chance of escalation.” 



ÅIn recent years, the intrinsic counter-
balanced forces have also been developed; 
encompassing politics lead military 
approach of the government agencies, the 
human rights movements, the growing and 
strengthening capacity of civil society 
organizations, and the initiatives of peace 
processes  



ÅPolitical solutions coupled with 
security reforms are the critical factors 
to gradually improve the violent 
situation. Political dialogue and 
decentralization are the keywords for 
a political approach that can solve the 
problem of legitimacy.  



ÅëòÚÖõáóßĂÚÿÕøîÚÂùâßóßòÚÙ° Üö 2556 ÅøîÉùÕÿÜæöćãÚ 
ÅThe most critical factor for stabilization of the 

violence after 2011 is 

ÅThe dynamic of this peace process has widened 
space for the discussion of contested political 
issues relating to the southern conflict 
organized by both government agencies as well 
as civil society groups inside and outside the 
southernmost region  



ÜòÎìóÿëäõâĀæñ 
ÜòÎìóÿËõÈāÅäÈëä­óÈ 

ÜòÎìóĂÉÂæóÈ 
(îòÖæòÂêÔ°) 

ÅèóâäùÚĀäÈÿËõÈāÅäÈëä­óÈ 
(structural violence) 

ÅèóâäùÚĀäÈÿËõÈëòÎæòÂêÔ° 
(symbolic violence) 

ÅèóâäùÚĀäÈÿËõÈÂóãáóß 
(physical violence) 

Violence Factors & Peacebuilding 



Violence Factors & Peacebuilding 

Structural 
Violence  

Symbolic 
Violence  

Physical Violence  

Actors & 
Agencies 

1. 
Independence 
Movements 

2.  

State Violent 
Actors  

 

Peace-building processes to 
deal with these factors 



Violence Factors & Peacebuilding 

Structural 
Violence  

Symbolic 
Violence  

Physical Violence  

Actors & 
Agencies 

1. 
Independence 
Movements 

2.  

State Violent 
Actors  

 

Peace-building processes to 
deal with these factors 

Extraneous factors 
Crimes&Drugs 

Terrorists 



114 88 53 1,832 2,174 1,847 1,850 821 1,031 952 906 1,184 1,298 806 673 321 

ëâòÅä 
ëâËóã Thaksin ëùäãùØÙ° Apisit Yingluk Prayut 

2544 2545 2546 2547 2548 2549 2550 2551 2552 2553 2554 2555 2556 2557 2558 2559 

-Langkawee dialogue 
-Geneva process 
-BorGor talk 
-OIC initiative 
-KL 

2004 - 2012 2013- Now? 

RTG to BRN 
1.RTG to MARA patani 



äîÛ 1 / Dialogue 1 äîÛ 2 / Dialogue 2 

ÅäòÑÛóæăØãÂòÛÛöîóä°ÿîĆÚ 
ÅÂóäæÈÚóâ 28 ÂùâáóßòÚÙ° 
ÅÚāãÛóãÂóäÛäõìóäð 
ÅÛöîóä°ÿîĆÚÜäóÂÏÖòè 
ÅÂóäÖøćÚÖòèØóÈÂóäÿâøîÈ 
Å 5 Ã­îÿäöãÂä­îÈ 
Å H́ak Pertuananµ 
ÅäîâÏîÚëòÚÖõáóß 
ÅÂóäÖ¬îÖ­óÚÃîÈ Dewan Revolusi 

ÅäòÑÜäñìóäÅäòĈÈØöć 2 
ÅÅČóëòćÈ ÅëË. 98/2557 
ÅÅČóëòćÈ ëä. 230/2557 
ÅÂóääõÿäõćâ Mara Patani 
āÕã Û́öîóä°ÿîĆÚµ 

ÅäòÑÛóæăØãÂòÛâóäóÜóÖóÚö 
ÅÜäñãùØÙ°ÂòÛÚóÉõÛ 1 ÙòÚèóÅâ 2557 
ÅÂóääèâÖòèÃîÈ 6 îÈÅ°Âä · MARA Patani 
ÅØ¬óØöÃîÈÛöîóä°ÿîĆÚ ́ÜöÂØìóäµ (DR) 
ÅÿßÕóÚÃîÈäòÑÛóæăØã (äòÑÛóæØìóä) 
ÅÜòÎìóĂÚÂóäãÂä¬óÈ TOR (ÂÖõÂóäßúÕÅùã) 
ÅÂóäÖ¬îÖ­óÚÃîÈ Dewan Revolusi 
Å Dewan Revolusi RADICALIZATION 

-Some of BRN military wings declined to participate in  -the 
peace dialogues in 2014 and 2016 ….. 
Dewan Revolusi tends to use violence to resist the peace 
talks. It might evolve to be more radical group unless they 
are accommodated.  



ÅA favorable atmosphere for peaceful 
conflict resolution has been 
constructed and implemented, which 
resulted in a substantial decrease in 
lethal violence on the ground during 
40 days of Ramadan 2013.  



ÅThe number of dead from insurgency 
related violence has not been 
declined since the outbreak of 
violence in 2004 except for during 
this ceasefire agreement.  

ÅHowever, the Thai Government and 
BRN still failed in maintaining the 
ceasefire. 



ÅThe intrinsic counter-balanced forces 
have been unfolded in a wobbly trend-
line.  

ÅUsing polynomial least-squares 
regression over the fluctuation of 
incidents to find the best-fitting line 
could represents a downward trend 
from 2004 to 2016, while implying a 
stabilized and, maybe, slightly upward 
direction in recent months.  



ÅLevel of violent conflict has been 
alleviated through different social 
forces from below, military as well as 
political processes interpolated by 
the polity over 12 years to become 
level off and then eventually being 
pulled up slightly, sometimes, from 
the internal violent forces.  
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ÅIt remains unclear if this latest 
ambiguous trend would formulate a U-
shape, parabola projection or 
maintains its status in the same shape.  

ÅThe indeterminate projection is likely 
to be volatile and obscure. 



ÅThe curve line of fatalities and injuries 
over 12 years indicates that there exists 
an equilibrium force over years of 
violence representing the intrinsic 
forces, both war and peace processes, 
that shaped a composite factor pushing 
for stability in a moving, shaking and 
very dynamic manner, while being 
exposed to varied external factors.  
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Statistical Trend of Fatalities/Injuries by Month  
from January 2004 to October 2016   



ÅTo be sure, the equilibrium forces 
need to be maintained through the 
continuing process of building 
common spaces and supporting 
political, peace solutions.  



ÅPeace Processes 

ÅThe indeterminate projection is likely to 
be volatile and obscure depending on the 
influence of politics of the Junta-led 
policy for the rest of the year.  

ÅPeace process beginning in early 2013 
might play significant role partly 
contributing to the balancing forces on 
the ground. 

 



Indentifying 
the Variance of Incidents 
ĀÖ¬ÂĆãòÈâöÅèóâĀÜäÜäèÚ   
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%monthly increase and decrease of casualties  

The the variance of 
monthly casualties is quite 
stabilized over a decade  





ÅIt is imperative that the 
military regime has clear idea 
about the essence of the 
conflict in the Deep South and 
its transformation. 
ÅäòÑÖ­îÈÿÃ­óĂÉÂóäÿÜæöćãÚÅèóâÃòÕĀã­È 

 



ÅConstructing Social Space, Bringing in 
Initiatives 

ÅÂóäëä­óÈßøĈÚØöćëòÈÅâ 



 

ÅIn the process, peace building effort is 
considered as the discursive processes 
bringing about simultaneous and successive 
emergence of various discursive objects that 
are named, described, analyzed, 
appreciated or judged in the relations. 

ÅBuilding peace objects of discourse needs 
broader network of civil society 
organizations, academics and 
communication networks.  

 

 



 

ÅThe interplay between the formation of object of 
discourse (s) to transform the conflicts through 
ideas and thought is crucual. The interplay 
means constructing the fields to play for the 
social forces within and without the stretches of 
Deep South region.  

Å In other words, the process involves 

constructing the common ground for 
peacebuilding. 

 

 



ÅNetwork activities would 

become a common, neutral 

space, .......  

 

..... engaging all parties into 

inclusive peace dialogue, not 

leaving the matter as a conflict 

between the state and the 

separatists. 

 



ÅIn the process, peace discourses 

would be  central issue in political 

space, reproducing through 

public opinions and media. 

ÅOnce the media space could bring 

about the political space on peace 

discourses, the discursive 

formation is successfully defined. 
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          Social Structure/Social Values 
Å¬óÚõãâëòÈÅâ 

Conflict transformation would change 

social values,  behaviors and attitudes of 

all parties to be non-violent. 

Source: Christopher R. Mitchell, Berghof Handbook Dialogue Series, 19 

Galtung s 

basic 

structure 

of conflict 



Bringing in a Positive peace 



ÅèóâìâóãÃîÈëòÚÖõáóß 
Meaning of Peace 

Negative Peace Positive Peace 

Absence of war/violence Justice, Tolerance, Plenty, Harmony 

Personal/Physic
al Violence 

Structural 
Violence 

Cultural 
Violence 

Peace-
Keeping 

Peace-
Making 

Peace-
Building 



Peace Talks or Happiness Talks?ƕ­  

b/th Ψǎ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 98/ 2014  on July 30, 2014 Ψ 
ON the Solutions of Problems in Southern Border 
tǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎάΧΧΦ ¢ƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ  έ 



b/th Ψǎ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 98/ 2014  on July 30, 2014 
ON the Solutions of Problems in Southern Border Provinces 







First Peace Dialogue 2014 

ÅBRN 

ÅBarisan Revolusi Nasional   











  Hok Ketuanan Melayu Patani ???? 





MARA Patani 2015-now 
majlis syura Patani 

ÅBRN 

ÅPatani Liberation Organization-PULO (3 
factions) 

ÅGerakan Mujahideen Islam Pembebasan-GMIP 

ÅBarisan Islam Pembebasan-BIPP  



ÅPutting the southern peace talks on the 
national agenda 

ÅProviding immunity from criminal prosecution 
for the groups it represents 

ÅRecognizing Mara Patani as its counterpart in 
the talks  

 



ÅHow to prevent extremism and radicalization 
of southern violence? 



ÅGovernment should clearly understand 
that peace dialogue could reduce and 
terminate violent incidents (also called 
“negative peace”) 

ÅGovernment needs to acknowledge the 
deeper historical and political roots of 
the conflict and to develop an agenda 
for a political transformation (also 
called “positive peace”). 

 



A Dangerous Trend  

ÅThe conflict in Thailand’s Deep South 
maintains a ‘pernicious but tolerable 
stalemate.’  

ÅBoth the state and militants view hostilities 
as preferable to compromise. 

“The stalemate in southernmost Thailand is 
anodyne; though dreadful, it is insufficiently 
painful to force the conflicting parties to seek a 
negotiated end to the conflict.”  

 

 



ÅExtraneous factors could be intervening 
variables to escalate the violence that need 
to be taken care of. 

ÅSolving problem of drugs in youth population 

ÅMaking progressive steps in peace processes, 
trying to bring in some radical groups into the 
peace platform. Inclusive peace. 

ÅAccountability of the governance and security 
reforms to equally protect human rights.  


